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1
IMAGE SCANNING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 from
Japanese Patent Applications No. 2013-178895 filed on Aug.
30, 2013. The entire subject matter of the application is incor-
porated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an image scanning appa-
ratus configured such that a skew phenomenon, or oblique
proceeding of a sheet conveyed therein is suppressed.

2. Conventional Art

Conventionally, there has been known an image scanning
apparatus which is configured such that oblique proceeding
of a sheet conveyed inside the apparatus is prevented or sup-
pressed. Such a conventional scanning apparatus generally
has, for example, a housing, a first guide part, a second guide
part, a scanning unit and a sheet conveying unit. For example,
the housing has a first inlet opening, a second inlet opening
and an outlet. The second inlet opening is located next to the
first inlet opening in a width direction thereof, a width of the
second inlet opening being smaller than that of the first inlet
opening. The outlet communicates with the first and second
inlet openings. The first guide part is provided to the housing.
The first guide part connects the first inlet opening with the
outlet, and has a curved part. The second guide part is also
provided to the housing. The second guide part linearly con-
nects the second inlet opening with a confluence position
which is located in the vicinity of the curved part of the first
guide part. The scanning unit is provided inside the housing.
The conveying unit is provided inside the housing.

The second guide part has a second guide surface. The
second guide surface extends from the second inlet opening to
the confluence position, and configured to contact a medium
(e.g., a card) introduced from the second inlet opening from
below. The first guide part has a first lower guide surface and
a first upper guide surface. The first lower guide surface is
connected to the second guide surface at the confluence posi-
tion. The first lower guide surface located on the downstream
with respect to the confluence position extends in a direction
substantially similar to a direction where the second guide
surface extends, and is configured to contact the medium
passing the confluence position from below. The first upper
guide surface faces the first lower guide surface. The convey-
ing unit has a first conveying part. The first conveying part has
a driving roller and the driven roller. The driving roller is
provided on the first lower guide surface side at the first guide
part, and inside a path extending from the second inlet open-
ing to the outlet in the width direction. The driving roller is
configured to rotate about a driving shaft (rotation shaft)
which is located on the outlet side with respect to the conflu-
ence position. The driven roller is arranged on the first upper
surface side at the first guide part. The driven roller is rotat-
ably supported about a driven shaft (another rotation shaft)
which is located above the driving axis of the driving roller, or
above a plane extending in a direction from the confluence
position to the outlet (i.e., ina sheet conveying direction). The
driven roller inside a path extending from the second inlet
opening to the outlet in the width direction is spaced from the
driving roller by a predetermined amount.

In such a conventional image scanning apparatus, the con-
veying unit conveys the medium guided by the first guide part
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and the second guide part to the outlet. The scanning unit
scans an image formed on the medium which has passed the
confluence position. At this stage, the first conveying unit
conveys the medium introduced from the second inlet open-
ing to the outlet via the confluence position. On the other
hand, the first conveying unit is configured such that the
driven axis of the driven roller is located above the driving
axis of the driving roller, and the driven roller is spaced from
the driving roller by the predetermined amount, thereby a
relatively wide medium introduced from the first inlet open-
ing is not sandwiched by the driving roller and the driven
roller.

SUMMARY

According to aspects of the disclosure, there is provided an
image scanning apparatus provided with a housing having a
first inlet, a second inlet and an outlet, the second inlet being
arranged on one end portion and in a width direction of the
first inlet, a length in the width direction of the second inlet
being smaller than a length of the first inlet in the width
direction, the outlet communicating with the first inlet and the
second inlet, a first guide portion provided in the housing to
connect the first inlet with the outlet, the first guide portion
having a bent portion, a second guide portion defined in the
housing to connect the second inlet with a confluence position
of'the first guide part defined ata position in the vicinity of the
curved portion, and a scanning unit arranged in the housing
and at a position on the outlet side with respect to the conflu-
ence position. The first guide portion has a first lower guide
surface and a first upper guide surface, and the second guide
portion has a second guide surface, and the second guide
surface extends from the second inlet to the confluence posi-
tion. Further, the first lower guide surface is connected to the
second guide surface at the confluence position and extends
from the confluence portion toward the outlet in a direction
where the second guide surface extends, and the first upper
guide surface faces the first lower guide surface. The image
scanning apparatus is further provided with a second driven
roller arranged at a position opposite to the second guide
surface in the second guide portion, the second driven roller
being rotatable about a second driven axis and facing the
second guide surface.

According to aspects of the disclosure, there is provided an
image scanning apparatus which is provided with a housing
having a first inlet, a second inlet and an outlet, a width of the
first inlet being wider than a width of the second inlet, the first
inlet, the second inlet and the outlet being apart from each
other, a first guide defined in the housing, connected to the
first inlet and the outlet and having a first guide surface and a
second guide surface opposing each other, a second guide
defined in the housing, connected to the second inlet and a
confluence position and having a third guide surface and a
fourth guide surface opposing each other, the confluence
position being defined in the second guide surface, the third
guide surface is defined the second guide surface side of the
second inlet side with respect to the confluence position, a
driven roller exposing from the third guide surface, and a
scanning unit arranged between the confluence position and
the outlet.

According to further aspects of the disclosure, an image
scanning apparatus is provided with a first housing having a
first surface, a second housing arranged below the first hous-
ing, the second housing having a second surface facing and
spaced apart from the first surface, the second housing having
a third surface and a fourth surface facing and spaced apart
from the third surface, the fourth surface being arranged
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below the third surface, the third and fourth surfaces con-
nected to the second surface at a confluence position, a length
of the third surface in a width direction and a length of the
third surface in the width direction being smaller than a length
of the first surface in the width direction, a driven roller
supported rotatably by the second housing, an outer circum-
ferential surface of the driven roller protruding from the third
surface, the driven roller being movable with respect to the
third surface an axis of the driven roller extending in the width
direction, and a scanning unit arranged at a specific position,
the specific position being a position on a least one of the first
surface and the second surface, the specific position being
opposite to the driven roller with respect to the confluence
position.

Accordingly, the image scanning apparatus according to
aspects of the disclosure can well suppress oblique proceed-
ing of the medium introduced from the first inlet opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
ACCOMPANYING DRAWINGS

FIG.11s a perspective view showing mainly a front portion
of an image scanning apparatus according to illustrative
embodiment of the invention, when a tray is located at an
open position.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing mainly a rear portion
of the image scanning apparatus according to the illustrative
embodiment, when the tray is located at a closed position.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing mainly the front
portion of the image scanning apparatus according to the
illustrative embodiment, when the tray is located at the closed
position.

FIG. 4 is a plan view schematically showing the image
scanning apparatus according to the illustrative embodiment
when the tray is located at the open position.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view, taken along a line A-A of
FIG. 4, of the image scanning apparatus according to the
illustrative embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view, taken along a line B-B in
FIG. 4, of the image scanning apparatus according to the
illustrative embodiment when the tray is located at the closed
position.

FIG. 7 is a partial perspective view of the image scanning
apparatus according to the illustrative embodiment, when the
first housing is opened.

FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of the image scanning
apparatus according to the illustrative embodiment, when the
first housing is removed with remaining a first driven roller
and other components.

FIG. 9 is an exploded partial perspective view mainly
showing a card driving roller, the first driven roller, a second
driven roller and an urging mechanism of the image scanning
apparatus according to the illustrative embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a partial perspective view of the image scanning
apparatus according to the illustrative embodiment viewed
from an arrow Z in FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view of FIG.
6.

FIG. 12 schematically shows a positional relationship
among the card driving roller, the first driven roller and the
second driven roller of the image scanning apparatus accord-
ing to the illustrative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENT

Hereinafter, an illustrative embodiment according to the
present invention will be described referring to the accompa-
nying drawings.
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It is noted that, in the conventional image scanning appa-
ratus configured as mentioned above, if the wide medium
introduced from the first inlet opening is curled, an end part in
the width direction of the medium may easily contact the
driven roller of which the driven axis is arranged above the
driving axis of the driving roller. When an end, in the width
direction, of the medium contacts the driven roller, the
medium receives a reactive force, which works in a direction
opposite to the sheet conveying direction, from the driven
roller. Therefore, a part of the medium corresponding to the
position where the first conveying unit is provided is less easy
to be conveyed than the other portion of the medium. As a
result, the medium may be conveyed obliquely (i.e., a skew
may occur).

Further, in the conventional image scanning apparatus, if
the curled end part contacts the driven roller, the medium may
curved in the width direction as the medium is conveyed. If
the curved part contacts the driving roller, the medium
receives a force from the driving roller although the medium
is not sandwiched by the driving roller and driven roller. As a
result, also in this case, the medium may be conveyed
obliquely.

According to aspects of the present disclosure, there is
provided an improved image scanning apparatus 1 in which
the skew (i.e., the oblique proceeding) of the medium which
is introduced from the first inlet opening can be suppressed.

In the following description, directions of the image scan-
ning apparatus 1 will be defined as follows. A side where an
outlet 13 is formed is defined as a front side of the image
scanning apparatus 1. A left-hand side when the image scan-
ning apparatus 1 is viewed from the outlet 13 side is defined
as a left side of the image scanning apparatus 1. A right side
of'the image scanning apparatus will be defined similarly. Up
and down sides of the image scanning apparatus 1 coincide
with up and down directions of FIG. 1. The above directions
with respect to the image scanning apparatus 1 will be indi-
cated in the other drawings where necessary or appropriate
and referred to in the following description.

Overall Configuration

The image scanning apparatus 1 has a housing 30 and a tray
36. The housing 30 includes a first housing 31 and a second
housing 32 as shown in FIGS. 1-6.

The first housing 31 is arranged above the second housing
32. The first housing 31 and the second housing 32 face each
other with a predetermined clearance therebetween in the
up-and-down direction. The second housing 32 has a first wall
part 33R and a second wall part 33L. The first wall part 33R
forms a right-side surface of the second housing 32. The
second wall part 331 forms a left-side surface of the second
housing 32. The first wall part 33R and the second wall part
33L extend upward and sandwich the first housing 31 from
outside of the first housing 31, in the right-and-left direction.

The first housing 31 has an upper surface 31A, a front
surface 31B and an upper guide surface 31G as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 5-7.

The upper surface 31A is planar surface facing upward.
The upper surface 31A is inclined downward from the rear
side of the first housing 31 to the front side of the first housing
31. Ata central part of the upper surface 31 A, a touch panel 70
is provided. The front surface 31B is a planar surface facing
frontward. The front surface 31B is connected to the front end
of the upper surface 31A, and extends vertically and down-
wardly therefrom. The upper guide surface 31G is a curved
surface facing downward. The upper guide surface 31G is
inclined downward at a position below the rear end of the
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upper surface 31A toward the front side. The upper guide
surface 31G extends horizontally (e.g., frontward) from a
position substantially center, in the front-and-rear direction,
of the first housing 1 to the lower end 31BA of the front
surface 31B.

The second housing 32 has a front surface 32B, a lower
guide surface 32G and a rear surface 32C as shown in FIGS.
1,2 and 5-8.

The front surface 32B is a front-pointing planar surface.
The upper end 32BA of the front surface 32B is arranged
below the lower end of the front surface 31B with a certain
space therebetween. The front surface 32B extends down-
ward and vertically. The lower guide surface 32G is an planar
surface facing upward. The lower guide surface 32G extends
from a position above an upper end of the rear surface 32C
and is inclined downward toward the front side, substantially
along the upper guide surface 31G. The lower guide surface
32G extends horizontal (e.g., frontward) at a position sub-
stantially center, in the front-and-rear direction, of the second
housing 32 to the upper end 32BA of the front surface 32B.
The rear surface 32C is a rearward-pointing planar surface.
The rear surface 32C extends downward and substantially
vertically.

The second housing 32 has a lower card guide surface 327J
and an upper card guide surface 32H as shown in FIGS. 2 and
6-8.

The lower card guide surface 327 is connected to the right
end part of the horizontally extending part of the lower guide
surface 32G, extends rearward and horizontally to the rear
surface 32C. The upper card guide surface 32H is arranged
above the lower card guide surface 32J] with a certain space
therebetween. The upper card guide surface 32H is arranged
in parallel with the lower card guide surface 32J, and extends
rearward and horizontally to the rear surface 32C. The posi-
tion of the upper card guide surface 32H in the up-and-rear
direction is substantially the same as the position of the hori-
zontal part of the upper guide surface 31G.

It is noted that each of the upper guide surface 31G, the
upper card guide surface 32H and the lower card guide sur-
face 32J should not be limited to a planar and smooth surface.
For example, each of the upper guide surface 31G, the upper
card guide surface 32H and the lower card guide surface 327]
may be defined by an upper ends of a plurality of ribs or the
like.

In the following description, a position where the lower
card guide surface 32] is connected to the right end part of the
horizontal part ofthe lower guide surface 32G will be referred
to as a confluence position J1.

A first inlet 11 and the outlet 13 are defined on the housing
30. In the first inlet opening 11, the sheet SH is to be inserted.
The sheet SH is, for example, a printing sheet or an OHP
(overhead projector) sheet. Examples of a relatively wide
sheet are ones of a letter size, A4 size, and the like. An
example of a relatively narrow sheet SH is a postcard. A name
card, a message card and the like, which has a narrow width
may be regarded as the sheet SH if they are sufficiently thin
and flexible (bendable) so that they are conveyed with being
guided between the curved surfaces of the upper guide sur-
face 31G and the lower guide surface 32G.

For example, the first inlet 11 is defined between the first
housing 31 and the second housing 32 as shown in FIG. 5. The
first inlet 11 is a clearance between the rear end 31GA of the
upper guide surface 31G and the rear end 32GA of the lower
guide surface 32G. As shown in FIG. 1, the first inlet 11
extends in the right-and-left direction, from a position in the
vicinity of the first side wall part 33R to a position in the
vicinity of the second side wall part 33L. The length of the
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first inlet 11 in the right-and-left direction is set to be longer
than the width of any usable sheet SH.

According to the illustrative embodiment, the width direc-
tion of the first inlet 11 is the right-and-left direction.

The sheet SH is discharged from the outlet 13. The outlet
13 is defined between the first housing 31 and the second
housing 32. For example, the outlet 13 is a clearance between
the lower end 31BA of the front surface 31B and the upper end
32BA of the front surface 32B. The outlet 31 extends in the
right-and-left direction, from a position in the vicinity of the
first side wall part 33R to a position in the vicinity of the
second side wall part 33L.. Similar to the first inlet opening 11,
the length of the outlet 13 in the right-and-left direction is set
to be longer than that of any one of the usable sheets SH.

The image scanning apparatus 1 has a first guide part 10 as
shown in FIGS. 4-6. The first guide part 10 has the lower
guide surface 32G and the upper guide surface 31G. The first
guide part 10 defines a first conveying path P1 as shown in
FIGS. 4-6. The first guide part 10 guides the sheet SH from the
first inlet 11 to the outlet, along the first conveying path P1.

The first guide part 10 is inclined downward from the first
inlet 11 to the front side. The first guide part 10 has a bent
portion at substantially central portion in the front-and-rear
direction of the housing 30. The first guide part 10 changes the
extending direction to a horizontal direction at the bent por-
tion, and extends horizontally from the bent portion to the
outlet 13.

The second housing 32 supports the first housing 31 piv-
otally about an open/close axis (rotation axis) X31 to open/
close the upper side of the second housing 32 as shown in
FIG. 7. The open/close axis X31 is located at a position close
to the lower end 31BA of the front surface 31B of the first
housing 31, that is, a position in the vicinity of the outlet 13,
and extends in the right-and-left direction. As the first housing
31 moves upward with respect to the second housing 32, that
is, rotates about the open/close axis X31 to expose the first
guide part 10 to outside.

A second inlet opening 12 is formed to the housing 30 as
shown in FIGS. 2, 4, 6 and 7. In the second inlet opening 12,
a narrow card CA is to be inserted. The card CA is a small
sheet. Examples of the card CA is a name card, a cash card, a
membership card, a driver’s license and the like.

For example, the second inlet opening 12 is formed as a
through hole formed on the rear surface 32C of the second
housing 32. The second inlet opening 12 is formed at a central
part in the up-and-down direction on the rear surface 32C, and
on the first side wall part 33R side. The second inlet opening
12 extends in the right-and-left direction. The length, in the
right-and-left direction, of the second inlet 12 is smaller than
the length, in the right-and-left direction, of the first inlet 11.
Further, the length, in the right-and-left direction, of the sec-
ond inlet 12 is set to be longer than the width of the card CA.
A position of the second inlet 12 in the up-and-down direction
is substantially the same as the position of the horizontal part
and outlet 13 of the first guide part 10 in the up-and-down
direction. The second inlet opening 12 overlaps the right end
portion of the first inlet 11 when viewed in the up-and-down
direction.

The card CA is discharged through the right end part of the
outlet 13 as shown in FIGS. 3 and 6. Thus, from the outlet 13,
both the sheet SH introduced through the first inlet 11 and the
card CA introduced through the second inlet 12 are dis-
charged.

The image scanning apparatus 1 has a second guide part 20
as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6. The second guide part 20 has the
upper card guide surface 32H and the lower card guide sur-
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face 32J. The second guide part 20 is confluent with the first
guide part 10 at the confluence position J1.

The confluence position J1 where the second guide part 20
is confluent with the first guide part 10 is set to be a position
in the vicinity of the bent part of the first guide part 10. The
confluence position J1 is defined at a bent position where the
upper guide surface 31G and the extending direction of the
lower guide surface 32G is changed from the downwardly
inclined direction, from the rear side toward the front side, to
the horizontally extending direction.

An area which is a right end portion of the first guide part
10, has a width the same as the width, in the right-and-left
direction, of the second guide part 20, extends from the con-
fluence position J1 to the outlet 13 will be defined as a card
conveying area 29 as shown in FIG. 4. The second guide part
20 and the card conveying area 29 define a second conveying
path P2 as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6. The second conveying
path P2 horizontally extends from the second inlet 12 (rear
side) to the right end part of the outlet 13.

The second guide part 20 guides the card CA inserted from
the second inlet opening 12 to the confluence position J1 of
the first guide part 10 such that the card CA is conveyed along
the second conveying path P2 and is confluent with the first
guide part 10 at the confluence position J1. In this case, the
lower card guide surface 32J can contact the card CA intro-
duced from the second inlet opening from the below. Further,
the card conveying area 29 of the first guide part 10 is con-
figured such that the card CA is guided to the right end side of
the outlet 13 along the second conveying path P2. In this case,
the lower guide surface 32G can contact the card CA passing
the confluence position J1 from the below.

The tray 36 has a proximal part 36A, an intermediate part
36B and a distal part 36C. The proximal part 36 A is supported
by the first side wall part 33R and the second side wall part
33L so as to be rotatable about an open/close axis (rotation
axis) X36A which extends in the right-and-left direction. The
intermediate part 36B is connected to the proximal part 36A
at an end side farther from the open/close axis X36A. The
distal part 36C is connected to the intermediate part 36B at the
end side farther from the proximal part 36A. At a central part
of'the intermediate part 36B, an operation opening 39 having
a rectangular shape is formed.

When the tray 36 is located at an open position as shown in
FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the proximal part 36A, the intermediate part
36B and the distal part 36C are upwardly inclined toward the
rear side, and the first inlet 11 is opened. In this state, surfaces
of the proximal part 36A, the intermediate part 36B and the
distal part 36C, which face upward, form a holding surface
36H. When a user place one or more sheets in the tray 36, the
holding surface 36 H hold (support) the sheets from the below.

When the tray 36 is located at a close position as shown in
FIGS. 2, 3 and 6, the proximal part 36A is oriented substan-
tially vertically and form a single surface with the rear surface
32 of the second housing 32. Further, the intermediate part
368 covers the upper surface 31 A of the first housing 31 from
the above. Further, the distal part 36C covers the front surface
31B ofthe first housing 31 from the front side. In this state, the
operation opening 39 exposes the touch panel 70 to outside.

The image scanning apparatus 1 has right and left regula-
tion parts 36G as shown in FIGS. 1, 5 and 8. Each regulation
part 36G slidably provided to the proximal part 36 A, and
protruded above the holding surface 36H. Each regulation
part 36G is connected to a rack and pinion mechanism (not
shown) provided inside the proximal part 36 A. Each regula-
tion part 36G sandwich the sheet SH which is held by the
holding surface 36H and is to be introduced in the first inlet 11
from the right and left sides, thereby adjust the positions of
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the sheet SH in the right-and-left direction. In association
with the above positioning, each regulation part 36G is moved
by the rack and pinion mechanism. thereby the position of the
sheet SH is adjusted with respect to the center thereof. FIG. 1
shows a case where the right and left regulation parts 36G are
most separated in the right-and-left direction. In this stage,
the regulation parts 36G position the sheet SH of a letter size
such that the center of the sheet in the width direction coin-
cides with a center of the first inlet opening in the right-and-
left direction.

The image scanning apparatus 1 has a circuit board 54, a
drive source 40M, a conveying unit 40 and a scanning unit 55
as shown in FIGS. 4-6.

The circuit board 54 is arranged at a bottom part of the
second housing 32. The circuit board 54 has a CPU (central
processing unit), a ROM (read only memory), a RAM (ran-
dom access memory) and the like. To the circuit board 54, an
electrical power is supplied from a household wall socket via
an AC adaptor and feeder lines. The circuit board 54 is elec-
trically connected to the drive source 40M, the scanning unit
55, the touch panel 70 and the like, and controls the same with
appropriately supplying the electrical power.

The drive source 40M is arranged on the second side wall
33L side inside the second housing 32. The drive source 40M
has a motor and a transmission gear train (not shown). The
driver source 40M generates a driving force as controlled by
the circuit board 54.

The conveying unit 40 has a separation roller 48, a separa-
tion pad 49, an upstream conveying part 41, and a down-
stream conveying part 41. The scanning unit 55 has a first
scanning unit 55A and a second scanning part 55B. These are
arranged, in the first guide part 10, in this order from the rear
side to the front side (i.e., from the upstream to the down-
stream in the sheet conveying direction).

The separation roller 48 is rotatably supported inside the
second housing 32 as shown in FIGS. 4, 5,7 and 8. The upper
part of the separation roller 48 is exposed through an opening
formed on the inclined part of the lower guide surface 32G
toward the first guide part 10. The separation roller 48 is
arranged at a central part, in the right-and-left direction, at the
first guide part 10.

The separation roller 48 is driven by the drive source 40M
to rotate as the circuit board 54 controls the drive source 40M.
The separation roller 48 contacts the sheet SH held on the
hold surface 36H of the tray 36 and rotates, thereby the sheet
SH being fed toward the first guide part 10.

The separation pad 49 is provided to the first housing 31 as
shown in FIGS. 5 and 7. The separation pad 49 is exposed to
the first guide part 10 through an opening formed on the upper
guide surface 31G. The separation pad 49 is a plate-like
member made of frictional material such as rubber, elasto-
meric material and the like. The separation pad 49 is urged by
anurged member (not shown) toward the separation roller 48.
With this configuration, the separation roller 48 and the sepa-
ration pad 49 sandwich the sheet SH guided by the first guide
part 10, thereby the sheet SH being separated and conveyed
one by one.

The upstream conveying unit 41 has upstream driving roll-
ers 411 and 412, a card-directed driving roller 110, upstream
driven rollers 415 and 416, a first drive roller 111, a second
driven roller 112 and an urging mechanism 170.

The upstream driving rollers 411 and 412, and the card-
directed driving roller 110 are arranged on the lower guide
surface 32G side in the first guide part 10 that is, provided to
the second housing 32 at positions between the confluence
position J1 and the second scanning unit 55B. The upstream
driving rollers 411 and 412, and the card-directed driving
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roller 110 are fixed to an upstream driving shaft 41S. The
upstream driving shaft 41S extends in the right-and-left direc-
tion, from the drive source 40M to the vicinity of the right first
side wall part 33R. The upstream driving shaft 41S has a
driving axis (rotation axis) X41 which is located between the
confluence position J1 and the second scanning unit 55B and
extends in the right-and-left direction.

The card-directed driving roller 110 is arranged at a right
end part of the first guide portion 10, and inside the second
conveying path P2. The upstream driving rollers 411 and 412
are arranged on the center side, in the right-and-left direction,
with respect to the card-directed driving roller 110 and out-
side the second conveying path P2. The upstream driving
roller 411 is arranged on the left side with respect to the
separation roller 48. The upstream driving rollers 411 and
412, and the card-directed driving roller 110 rotate about the
driving axis X41 as the driving force of the drive source 40M
is transmitted through the upstream driving shaft 41S.

Upstream driven rollers 415 and 416 are arranged on the
upper guide surface 31G side of the first guide part 10, that is,
provided to the first housing 31 as shown in FIGS. 5 and 8.
The upstream driven rollers 415 and 416 are located imme-
diately above the upstream driving rollers 411 and 412,
respectively, above a plane along which the sheet SH is con-
veyed, and respectively face the upstream driving rollers 411
and 412. The upstream driven rollers 415 and 416 are urged
by a spring (not shown) toward the upstream driving rollers
411 and 412, respectively. The sheet SH guided by the first
guide part 10 is sandwiched by the upstream driving rollers
411, 412 and upstream drivenrollers 415, 416, which transmit
the driving force to the sheet SH.

The first driven roller 111 is arranged on the upper guide
surface 31G side of the first guide part 10, that is provided to
the first housing 31 as shown in FIGS. 6-9 and 11. The first
driven roller 111 has a smaller diameter than each of the
upstream driven rollers 415 and 416. A first driven shaft 111S
penetrates both (i.e., right and left) side surfaces of the first
driven roller 111 and protruded therefrom as shown in FIGS.
8 and 9. The first driven shaft 1115 is supported by the first
housing 31 rotatably about the first driven axis (rotation axis)
X111 which extends in the right-and-left direction. The first
driven shaft 1115 is fixed with respect to the first guide part
10.

Between the circumferential surface 110A of the card-
directed driving roller 110 and the circumferential surface
111A of the first driven roller 111, a clearance with a first
distance L1 is provided. The first driven axis X111 is shifted
frontward with respect to the driving axis X41 by a second
distance [.2. That is, the first driven roller 111 is rotatably
supported by the first housing 31 such that the first driven
roller 111 is rotatable about the driven axis X111 which is
arranged closer to the outlet 13 side than the driving axis X41,
and spaced from the card-directed driving roller 110 by the
first distance L1.

The entire circumferential surface 111 A of the first driven
roller 111 is arranged on the front side with respect to the
driving axis X41 by the distance L3, that is, arranged closer to
the outlet 13 with respect to the driving axis X41.

The first distance L1 is set to be larger than a thickness T1
ofawide sheet SH. A part of the wide sheet SH passes through
the second path P2. With this configuration, the card-directed
driving roller 110 and the first driven roller 111 do not sand-
wich such a sheet SH.

A tangent line S1 contacts the lower part of the circumfer-
ential surface 111 A of the first driven roller 111 and extends
in a direction parallel to the lower card guide surface 32J and
lower guide surface 32G. The tangent line S1 is spaced
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upward from the circumferential surface 110A of the card-
directed driving roller 110 by a fourth distance [.4. The fourth
distance L4 is set to be smaller than a thickness T2 of the card
CA conveyed in the second conveying path P2. With this
configuration, the card-directed driving roller 110 and the
first driving roller 111 sandwich the card CA to transmit the
conveying force to the card CA. It may be advantageous if the
fourth distance 4 is larger than a thickness T1 of a wide sheet
SH. With such a configuration, it is ensured that the card-
directed driving roller 110 and the first driven roller 111 do
not hold the sheet SH.

On the upper guide surface 31G side with respect to the first
guide part 10, a plurality of ribs 180 are formed as shown in
FIGS. 7 and 11. For example, the ribs 180 are arranged at a
position on the rear side with respect to the first driven roller
111 (i.e., on the confluence position J1 side with respect to the
first driven roller 111), and aligned along the right-and-left
direction. Each of the ribs 180 protrude toward the lower
guide surface 32G as shown in FIG. 11. An end of each rib 180
oriented downward is downwardly inclined toward the front
side. A front end 180T of each rib 180 is closer to the lower
guide surface 32G than the first driven axis X111.

The second driven roller 112 and the urging mechanism
170 are arranged on a side opposite to the lower card guide
part 32J of the second guide part 20, that is, arranged on the
upper card guide surface 32H side as shown in FIGS. 6, 8-11.
For example, the second housing 32 has a lower chute mem-
ber 328. A surface, which faces upward, of the lower chute
member 32 constitutes an inclined part of the lower guide
surface 32G as shown in FIGS. 10 and 11. The upper card
guide surface 32H is formed by lower ends of a plurality of
downwardly protruded ribs and downward-pointing planar
surface, and the second driven roller 112 and the urging
mechanism 170 are accommodated in spaced formed among
the ribs.

The urging mechanism 170 has an attaching member 177,
an arm 171 and a torsion coil spring 179 as shown in FIGS.
9-11.

The attaching member 177 is secured to the lower chute
member 32S with a screw. The attaching member 177 is
formed with the lower chute member 328 with integral mold-
ing.

The arm 171 has a supported part 172 and a roller support-
ing part 173. The supported part 172 is supported by the
attaching member 177 rotatably about a rotation axis X171
which extends in the right-and-left direction. The roller sup-
porting part 173 is arranged at a position spaced from the
supported part 172 in downward and frontward direction, that
is, at a position closer to the confluence position J1 than the
supported part 172. The roller supporting part 173 is config-
ured to support the second driven roller 112 rotatably about a
second driven axis X112 extending in the right-and-left direc-
tion.

The second driven roller 112 faces the lower card guide
surface 32J as shown in FIG. 11. A distance L.21 between the
second driven roller 112 and the confluence position J1 is
smaller than a distance .22 between the second driven roller
112 to the second inlet opening 12. The second driven roller
112 is arranged at a position in the vicinity to the confluence
position J1.

Thetorsion coil spring 179 urges the arm 171. For example,
the torsion coil spring 179 applies torque rightward, i.e., in a
closer direction with respect to a plane of FIG. 11, to the arm
171. The torque acts such that the second driven roller 112
approaches, about the rotation axis X171, the lower card
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guide surface 32J. Urged by thus configured urging mecha-
nism 170, the second driven roller 112 contacts the lower card
guide surface 32J.

The arm 171 has a facing surface 171A as shown in FIGS.
10 and 11. The facing surface 171 A faces the lower card guide
surface 32J and inclines such that a portion of the arm 171
closer to the confluence position J1 is closer to the lower card
guide surface 32J. Given a virtual plate K1 which is an exten-
sion of the facing surface 171 A toward the confluence posi-
tion J1, the second driven axis X112 of the second driven
roller is arranged on a side opposite to the lower card guide
surface 32J with the virtual plane K1 therebetween.

The second scanning unit 55B is assembled to the second
housing 32. Specifically, the second scanning unit 55B has a
CIS (contact image sensor), a CIS holder, a contact glass and
the like. The upper surface of the second scanning unit 55B is
exposed to the first guide part 10 at a portion corresponding to
the horizontal part of the lower guide surface 32G.

The first scanning unit 55 A is assembled to the first housing
31. The first scanning unit 55A also has a CIS, a CIS holder,
a contact glass and the like. The lower surface of the first
scanning unit 55A is exposed to the first guide part 10 at a
position corresponding to the horizontal part of the upper
guide surface 31G.

The first scanning unit 55A and the second scanning unit
55B extend, in the right-and-left direction, from a portion in
the vicinity of the right first side wall part 33R to a portion in
the vicinity of the left second side wall part 33L as shown in
FIG. 4. The first scanning unit 55A and the second scanning
unit 55B face each other with the first guide part 10 included
the card conveying area 29 sandwiched, in the up-and-down
direction, therebetween as shown in FIGS. 4-6.

With the above configuration, the first scanning unit 55A
and the second scanning unit 55B scan images on both sides
of'the sheet SH when the sheet SH is conveyed along the first
guide part 10. Further, when the card CA which is guided by
the second guide part 20 and reached the first guide part 10 is
further conveyed in the card conveying area 29, the first
scanning unit 55A and the second scanning unit 55B scan
images on both sides of the card CA.

The downstream side conveying part includes downstream
driving rollers 421, 422, 423 and 424, and downstream driven
rollers 425, 426, 427 and 428 as shown in FIGS. 4-8.

The downstream driving rollers 421, 422, 423 and 424 are
arranged on the lower guide surface 32G side of the first guide
part 10, that is, provided to the second housing 32 at positions
between the first scanning unit 55A and the outlet 13. The
downstream driving rollers 421, 422, 423 and 424 are fixed to
the downstream driving shaft 42S. The downstream driving
shaft 428 extends from the drive source 40M to the position in
the vicinity of the right first side wall part 33R, in the right-
and-left direction. The downstream driving roller 423 is
located on the right side end of the first guide part 10 and
inside the second conveying path P2. The downstream driving
rollers 421 and 422 are located at a center side positions with
respect to the roller 423, in the right-and-left direction, and
outside the second conveying path P2. The downstream driv-
ing roller 424 is located on the left side end of the first guide
part 10, at the left side portions with respect to the first guide
part 10, and on the left side with respect to the downstream
driving roller 421. The downstream driving rollers 421, 422,
423 and 424 are driven to rotate as the driving force of the
drive source 40M is transmitted through the downstream
driving shaft 42S.

The downstream driven rollers 425, 426, 427 and 428 are
arranged on the upper guide surface 31G side of the first guide
part 10, that is, provided to the first housing 31. The down-
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stream driven rollers 425, 426, 427 and 428 are arranged
immediately above the downstream driving rollers 421, 422,
423 and 424, respectively, and face the same. The down-
stream driven rollers 425, 426, 427 and 428 are urged by
urging springs (not shown) toward the downside driving roll-
ers 421, 422, 423 and 424, respectively. The sheet SH guided
by the first guide part 10 is sandwiched between the down-
stream driving rollers 421-424 and the downstream driven
rollers 425-428, and thereby, the driving force is transmitted
to the sheet SH.

The touch panel (touch screen) 70 is arranged on the upper
surface 31A side inside the first housing 31 as shown in FIGS.
1 and 5. The touch panel 70 is exposed to outside through a
touch panel opening 31H, which is a rectangular through
opening formed on the upper surface 31A. The touch panel 70
includes an LCD (liquid crystal display) panel, a light source
such as a fluorescent lamp or LED (light emitting diode)
illuminate the LCD panel from behind, and a touch sensor
layer adhered on the surface of the LCD panel.

The touch panel 70 is controlled by the circuit board 54 to
display operation status of the image scanning apparatus 1
such as processing status, error status and the like. Further, the
touch panel 70 acquires external operations. Specifically, the
touch panel 70 displays operation buttons such as one starting
an image scanning, one for inputting operational settings and
the like. When the user touches the touch panel 70 at the
portions corresponding to the displayed buttons, the touch
panel 70 acquires the user operations and transmits the same
to the circuit board 54.

Sheet and Card Scanning Operation

In the image scanning apparatus 1 according to the illus-
trative embodiment, the images on the sheet SH and the card
CA are scanned as follows.

When an image on the sheet SH is to be scanned, the user
moves the tray 36 to the open position as shown in FIGS. 1
and 5. Ifthe tray 36 is already located at the open position, the
open state is retained. Then, the sheet SH is placed on the tray
36 by the user. The circuit board 54 determines whether a user
instruction to start scanning is input through the touch panel
70. When it is determined that the user instruction to start
scanning is input, the circuit board 54 starts a scanning opera-
tion of the image formed on the sheet SH after confirming that
the sheet SH is held on the holding surface 36H of the tray 36
with use of a sheet detection sensor (not shown).

When the scanning operation s started, the circuit board 54
controls the drive source 40M to generate a driving force.
Then, the separation roller 48 rotates with the sheet SH being
nipped between the separation roller 48 and the separation
pad 49. The separation roller 48 introduces the sheet SH on
the tray 36 through the first inlet 11 and sends the sheet SH to
the first guide part 10. At this stage, even if a plurality of
sheets SH tend to be conveyed by the sheet separation roller
48, one sheet SH is separated from the other by friction
between the separation pad 49 and the sheet SH, and is intro-
duced in the first guide part 10.

The sheet SH introduce by the separation roller 48 is con-
veyed in the first guide part 10 with the upstream driving
rollers 411 and 412, and the upstream driven rollers 415 and
416 of the upstream conveying unit 41. It is noted that the first
driven roller 111 is spaced from the card-directed driving
roller 110 by the first distance L1. Therefore, the right end
portion ofthe sheet SH is not held by the card-directed driving
roller 110 and the first driven roller 111. Thus, the driving
force is not transmitted to the sheet SH from the card-directed
driving roller 110 and the first driven roller 111.
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The images formed on both sides of the sheet SH which is
conveyed in the first guide part 10 are scanned by the first
scanning unit 55A and the second scanning unit 55, respec-
tively. The sheet SH of which images have been scanned is
further conveyed by the downstream driving rollers 421-424
and downstream driven rollers 425-428 of the downstream
conveying unit 42, and discharged to outside the housing 30
through the outlet 13.

When the images on the card CA are to be scanned, the tray
36 is located at the close position by the user as shown in
FIGS. 2, 3 and 6. When the ray 36 is already in the close
position, the position is retained. Then, the card CA is
inserted, by the user, in the second inlet 12 from the rear side
of the housing 30 as shown in FIG. 2. Then, the card CA
passes through the second guide part 20 and the leading end of
the card CA reaches the card conveying area 29. At this stage,
the second driven roller 112 urged by the urging mechanism
170 contacts the upper surface of the card CA and rotates,
thereby the card CA is press-contacted to the lower card guide
surface 32J. The circuit board 54 judges whether the start of
scanning of the card CA is instructed through the touch panel
70, and starts the scanning operation in response to the user
instruction and after confirming the card CA has been
inserted through the second inlet opening 12 with user of a
card detection sensor (not shown).

Then, the circuit board 54 controls the drive source 40M to
generate the driving force. When the driving force is gener-
ated, the card-directed driving roller 110, the first driven roller
111 and the second driven roller 112 of the upstream convey-
ing unit 41 conveys the card CA inside the second conveying
path P2 so that the card CA is directed to the right end portion
of'the outlet 13 via the confluence position J1. The images on
both sides of the card CA are scanned by the first scanning
unit 55A and the second scanning unit 55B. The card CA of
which images have been scanned are discharged outside
through the right end part of the outlet 13 as conveyed by the
downstream driving roller 423 and the downstream driven
roller 427 of the downstream conveying unit 42 as shown in
FIG. 3.

In the image forming apparatus 1 according to the illustra-
tive embodiment, in addition to a structure of arranging the
first driven roller 111 spaced from the card-directed driving
roller 110 by the first distance L1, the first driven axis X111
faces the card-directed driving roller 110 at a position closer
to the outlet 13 with respect to the driving axis X41 of the
card-directed driving roller 110 as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12.
In particular, according to the illustrative embodiment, the
entire circumferential surface 111 A of the first driven roller
111 is located on the outlet 13 side with respect to the driving
axis X41. With this configuration, even if the sheet SH, which
is introduced from the first inlet opening 11 and is relatively
wide so that the right side portion thereof passes inside the
second path P2, is curled, the right end portion of the sheet SH
hardly contacts the first driven roller 111 in comparison with
a conventional image scanning apparatus. Thus, according to
the illustrative embodiment, it is possible to suppress that a
resistant force against the conveying force is applied to the
right end portion of such a curled sheet SH. Further, the
second driven roller 112 is arranged on the upper card guide
surface 32H side of the second guide part 20. Therefore, the
second driven roller 112 does not contact the sheet SH intro-
duced from the first inlet opening 11. Therefore, according to
the illustrative embodiment, a skew (i.e., an oblique proceed)
of'the sheet SH introduced from the first inlet opening 11 can
be suppressed.

According to the illustrative embodiment, the distance [.21
between the second driven roller 112 and the confluence
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position J1 is smaller than the distance [.22 between the
second driven roller 112 and the second inlet opening 12 as
shown in FIG. 11. Further, the second driven roller 112 is
arranged in the vicinity of the confluence position J1. With
this structure, according to the illustrative embodiment, the
second driven roller 112 is close to the card-directed driving
roller 110, an area, in the sheet conveying direction, where
both the card-directed driving roller 110 and the second
driven roller 112 contact the card CA can be elongated. As a
result, the driving force from the card-directed driving roller
110 can be well transmitted to the card CA introduced from
the second inlet opening 12.

Further, according to the illustrative embodiment, since the
second driven roller 112 is urged by the urging mechanism
170 such that the card CA introduced from the second inlet
opening 12 is well contacted with the lower card guide sur-
face 32], the driving force of the card-directed driving roller
110 can be well transmitted.

Furthermore, according to the illustrative embodiment,
with a relatively simple structure employing the arm 171
formed with the supported part 172 and roller supporting part
173, and the torsion coil spring 170 applying urging force to
the arm 171, the urging mechanism 170 can be made com-
pact.

Still further, according to the illustrative embodiment,
since the torsion coil spring 179 is arranged to have the same
rotation axis X171 as the supported part 172, further down-
sizing of the urging mechanism 170 is possible.

Further, according to the illustrative embodiment, the sur-
face 171A of the arm 171 inclines and face the lower card
guide surface 32J such that the portion closer to the conflu-
ence position J1 ofthe surface 171A is closer to the lower card
guide surface 32J, the card CA introduced from the second
inlet 12 can be guided to approach the lower card guide
surface 32J by the surface 171A.

Further, according to the illustrative embodiment, the sec-
ond driven axis X112 is arranged on a side opposite to the
lower card guide surface 32J with the virtual plane K1 located
therebetween. Therefore, by the surface 171A which is an
origin of the virtual plane K1, the card CA introduced from
the second inlet opening 12 can be guided without being
caught on the second driven roller 112.

Still further, according to the illustrative embodiment, the
second driven roller 112 is urged by the urging mechanism
170 to contact the lower card guide surface 32J. Therefore, the
card CA introduced from the second inlet opening 12 is urged
by the second driven roller 112, and guided without floating
from the lower card guide surface 321J.

According to the illustrative embodiment, the tip ends
180T of the ribs 180, which are arranged on the confluence
position J1 side with respect to the first driven roller 111, are
closer to the lower guide surface 32G than the first driven axis
X111. With this configuration, the sheet SH introduced from
the first inlet opening 11 and the card CA introduced from the
second inlet opening 12 can be guided by the ribs 180, with-
out being caught on the second driven roller 112.

It is noted that the present invention should not be limited
to the configuration of the illustrative embodiment described
above. That is, the invention can be modified in various ways
without departing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An image scanning apparatus, comprising:

ahousing having a first inlet extending in a width direction,
a second inlet and an outlet, the second inlet being
arranged on one end portion of the housing in the width
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direction, a length in the width direction of the second
inlet being smaller than a length of the first inlet in the
width direction;

a first guide portion provided in the housing to connect the
first inlet with the outlet, the first guide portion having a
bent portion;

a second guide portion defined in the housing to connect
the second inlet with a confluence position of the first
guide portion defined at a position in a vicinity of the
bent portion;

a scanning unit arranged in the housing and at a position on
the outlet side with respect to the confluence position,

wherein the first guide portion has a first lower guide sur-
face and a first upper guide surface, and the second guide
portion has a second guide surface, the second guide
surface extending from the second inlet to the conflu-
ence position, the first lower guide surface being con-
nected to the second guide surface at the confluence
position and extending from the confluence position
toward the outlet in a direction where the second guide
surface extends, the first upper guide surface facing the
first lower guide surface; and

a second driven roller arranged at a position opposite to the
second guide surface in the second guide portion, the
second driven roller being rotatable about a second
driven axis and facing the second guide surface.

2. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a driving roller arranged on the first lower guide surface
side in the first guide portion, and inside a path, in the
width direction, from the second inlet opening to the
outlet, the driving roller being configured to rotate about
a driving axis, the driving axis being arranged on the
outlet side with respect to the confluence position; and

afirst driven roller arranged on the first upper guide surface
side in the first guide portion, the first driven roller being
rotatable about a first driven axis which is arranged on
the outlet side with respect to the driving axis.

3. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a distance between the second driven roller and the
confluence position is smaller than a distance between the
second driven roller and the second inlet opening.

4. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising an urging mechanism configured to urge
the second driven roller toward the second guide surface.

5. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the first driven roller has a shaft of which axis is the
first driven axis, the shaft being fixed to the first guide portion.

6. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the urging mechanism comprises:

an arm formed with a supported part with which the urging
mechanism is rotatably supported by the housing, and a
roller supporting part configured to rotatably support the
second driven roller at a position spaced from the sup-
ported part; and

an urging member configured to urge the arm by applying
torque to rotatably move the second driven roller toward
the second guide surface about the supported part.

7. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein the urging member includes a torsion coil spring
arranged coaxial with the supported part and configured to
urge the arm by applying torque to move the second driven
roller toward the second guide surface.
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8. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein:
a distance between the roller supporting part and the con-
fluence position is less than a distance between the sup-
5 ported part and the confluence position; and

the arm has a facing surface which faces the second guide
surface and is inclined such that a part of the facing
surface closer to the confluence position is closer to the
second guide surface.

9. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein the second driven axis is arranged on a side opposite
to the second guide surface with a virtual plane therebetween,
the virtual plane being defined as an extension of the facing
surface extended toward the confluence position.

10. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the second driven roller contacts the second guide
surface as urged by the urging mechanism.

11. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein an entire circumferential surface of the first driven
roller is arranged on the outlet side with respect to the driving
axis.

12. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 2,
further comprising a plurality of ribs formed on the first upper
guide surface and protruding toward the first lower guide
surface, the plurality of ribs being arranged between the con-
fluence position and the first driven roller, tip ends of the
plurality of ribs being closer to the first lower guide surface
than the first driven axis to the first lower guide surface.

13. An image scanning apparatus, comprising:

a housing having a first inlet, a second inlet and an outlet,

a width of the first inlet being wider than a width of the
second inlet, the first inlet, the second inlet and the outlet
being apart from each other;

a first guide defined in the housing, connected to the first
inlet and the outlet and having a first guide surface and a
second guide surface opposing each other;

a second guide defined in the housing, connected to the
second inlet and a confluence position and having a third
guide surface and a fourth guide surface opposing each
other, the confluence position being defined in the sec-
ond guide surface, the third guide surface is defined on
the second guide surface side of the second inlet side
with respect to the confluence position;

a driven roller exposing from the third guide surface; and

a scanning unit arranged between the confluence position
and the outlet.

14. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 13,

further comprising:

adriving roller rotatable about a driving shaft and exposing
from the second guide surface of the outlet side with
respect to the confluence position; and

a first driven roller rotatable about a first driven shaft and
exposing from the first guide surface between the outlet
and the confluence position, the first driven shaft being
arranged on the outlet side with respect to the driving
shaft in a direction from the confluence position to the
outlet.

15. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 14,

wherein the first driven roller is apart from the driving roller.

16. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 13,
wherein the fourth guide surface and the second surface of the
outlet side with respect to a bent portion extend in a same
direction.

17. The image scanning apparatus according to claim 13,
further comprising an urging mechanism configured to urge
the driven roller toward the second guide surface.
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18. An image scanning apparatus, comprising:

a first housing having a first surface;

a second housing arranged below the first housing, the
second housing having a second surface facing and
spaced apart from the first surface, the second housing 5
having a third surface and a fourth surface facing and
spaced apart from the third surface, the fourth surface
being arranged below the third surface, the third and
fourth surfaces connected to the second surface at a
confluence position, a length of the third surface in a 10
width direction and a length of the third surface in the
width direction being smaller than a length of the first
surface in the width direction;

a driven roller supported rotatably by the second housing,
an outer circumferential surface of the driven roller pro- 15
truding from the third surface, the driven roller being
movable with respect to the third surface, and an axis of
the driven roller extending in the width direction; and

a scanning unit arranged at a specific position, the specific
position being a position on a least one of the first surface 20
and the second surface, the specific position being oppo-
site to the driven roller with respect to the confluence
position.



